
MAILING ADDRESS:    PHYSICAL OFFICE LOCATION: 
205 St. Mary’s Ave.     101 Charles St., Suite 204 
La Plata, Maryland 20646   La Plata, Maryland 20646 
(301) 934-2261      (301) 934-2261

 

Office Hours 9:00 AM—5:00 PM 
Closed 11:45 AM—1:00 PM 

Sacramental Emergencies—(301) 648-8783 

www.sacredheartlaplata.org 
www.facebook.com/SacredHeartLaPlata 

 

CLERGY 
REV. SCOTT WOODS, Pastor 

REV. GERALD ANDREWS, Parochial Vicar 
REV. CHRISTOPHER FEIST, Parochial Vicar 

REV. MR. WILLIAM CARTER, Permanent Deacon 
REV. MR. MATTHEW LAIDLEY, Permanent Deacon, First Friday  

Devotions & Adoration | mlaidley@sacredheartlaplata.org 
REV. MR. ALBERT GRAHAM, JR., Permanent Deacon, Retired 

 

PARISH PASTORAL STAFF 
KITTY ADAMS, Nursing Home Coordinator | kitty4jp@gmail.com 
ANNA ALBRITTAIN, Director Community Catholic Youth Ministry, 
Confirmation, Summer Camp, and Child Protection Coordinator 
(240) 901-2254 | aalbrittain@sacredheartlaplata.org 
ELLEN BLUMHARDT, Fertility Awareness Coordinator 
(301) 641-1377 | ellen.blumhardt@gmail.com 
KATHY GREENE, Homebound Coordinator 
(240) 416-1122 | kdgknitter@gmail.com 
STEPHEN LEHMAN-DAVIS, Young Adult Group Coordinator 
youngadults@sacredheartlaplata.org 
SARAH GRACE MASON, Music Director,  
sgmason@sacredheartlaplata.org 
WILLIAM WANNALL, Pastoral Associate—Communications, Family 
Faith Formation, OCIA, Digital & Social Media, and Evangelization 
(240) 901-2252 | wwannall@sacredheartlaplata.org 
 

PARISH ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 
CHRISTINE BOWMAN, Office Manager 
(240) 901-2255 | cbowman@sacredheartlaplata.org 
DENEAN BUCKLEW, Secretary and Bulletin Editor 
(301) 934-2261 | dbucklew@sacredheartlaplata.org 
STACY HOWARD, Secretary 
(301) 934-2261 | office@sacredheartlaplata.org 
CHRISTINE KNECHT, Finance & Human Resources 
(301) 934-2261| cknecht@sacredheartlaplata.org 
MICHAEL KNECHT, Director Facilities and Maintenance 
(301) 934-2261 
 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP: We welcome new members to our 
parish family.  Registration forms can be found on our website.  
For admission to our religious education program, reception of 
the sacraments, or to receive a letter for sponsorship outside 
the parish, an individual must be a registered, participating 
member of the parish, attend the sacraments, and support the 
ministries of the church. 
 

ARCHBISHOP NEALE SCHOOL 
104 Port Tobacco Road - (301) 934-9595 or (301) 870-3679 

Grades Pre-K thru 8. After school day care. 
 

TERESA SKINNER, Principal 

ITEMS FOR UPCOMING BULLETIN DUE TO PARISH OFFICE BY 9:00 AM MONDAY 

ADORATION 
OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: 

Monday thru Thursday, 12:30—8:30 PM 
Friday 12:30—5:30 PM 

 

FIRST FRIDAY DEVOTION:  Mass at 7:00 PM fol-
lowed by devotional prayers to the Sacred Heart and All-Night 
Adoration until 9 AM Mass on Saturday 
 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION & 
FEDERAL HOLIDAY SCHEDULE: 
11:00 AM — 12:00 PM, Holy Hour 
11:30 AM — 12:00 PM, Confessions 
12:00 PM — 12:30 PM, Mass 
12:30 PM — 1:00 PM, Confessions 

 

MASS SCHEDULE: 
Monday thru Friday—7:15 AM, Mt. Carmel Monastery 

12:00 Noon, Sacred Heart 
Saturday—8:00 AM, Mt. Carmel Monastery 

9:00 AM, Sacred Heart 
Saturday Vigil—5:00 PM, Sacred Heart 

Sundays—7:00 AM (No Music), 9:00 AM, 
& 12:00 PM, Sacred Heart 

8:00 AM, Mt. Carmel Monastery 
 

SACRAMENTS: 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  To arrange for this Sacra-
ment, please contact the parish office. 
BAPTISM: For children younger than 7 years old, parents 
should fill out the online “Request Form” under Sacraments / 
Baptism on the parish webpage.  For scheduling or questions, 
call the Pastoral Associate at least one month in advance of 
preferred date to attend a preparation class. 
HOLY EUCHARIST: To arrange for “at-home Commun-
ion,” call the Homebound Coordinator or the parish office. 
MARRIAGE: Couples must contact a priest or deacon at 
least 6 months before the anticipated date. The bride or groom 
must be a parishioner of Sacred Heart.  Marriage preparation 
program is required. 
RECONCILIATION: 
- 30 Minutes Before and After Most Masses 
- First Fridays:  6:30-7:30 PM 
- Saturdays:  4:00-4:45 PM  
- By Appointment 

MARIAN DEVOTIONS:  Weekly Miraculous Medal Novena 
and Rosary after 9:00 AM Saturday Mass.  Rosary on Sunday at 
8:30 AM before 9:00 AM Mass and Saturday at 4:30 PM before 
5:00 PM Vigil Mass. 
 

OCIA—ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR 
ADULTS: Classes are held every Sunday September thru 
Easter from 10:30-11:30 AM on the church campus.  Register 
on the parish website.  For more information, or for those with 
schedule restrictions, contact the Pastoral Associate. 
 

PARISH COUNCIL: Meets the 4th Sunday of the month at 
12 Noon in the conference room of the Friendship Room. 
 

POPE ST. JOHN XXIII FAMILY FAITH FORMATION:  
This family-based catechetical program teaches the entire fami-
ly. Parents, guardians and children meet two Sundays a month 
for an hour from 10:30-11:30 AM on the church campus from 
September thru May.  Register on the parish website; contact 
the Pastoral Associate with inquiries. 
 

YOUTH GROUP:  For students in grades 6-12, see parish 
website for calendar events. 

SACRED HEART 
ROMAN 

CATHOliC 
CHURCH 

April 5, 2026 
Easter Sunday 



Sਁਃ਒ਅ਄ Hਅਁ਒ਔ Cਈਕ਒ਃਈ, Lਁ P਌ਁਔਁ 

SUNDAY, April 5, Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the 
Lord 
   7:00 AM   Sacred Heart Parishioners 
   9:00 AM   Repose of the soul of Juanita Arelleno 
       Vega 
 10:00 AM (MC) World Peace 
 12:00 PM   Repose of the soul of David Hoffmaster 
MONDAY, April 6, Monday within the Octave of Easter 
   7:15 AM  Special Intentions of Sr. Dolores Peter 
 12:00 PM  Repose of the soul of Michael Tremper 
TUESDAY, April 7, Tuesday within the Octave of Easter 
   7:15 AM  Vocations to Our Monastery 
 12:00 PM  Deceased of Charles County 
WEDNESDAY, April 8, Wednesday within the Octave of 
Easter 
   7:15 AM  Special Intentions of Mother Marie 
      Bernardina 
 12:00 PM  Repose of the soul of Mary Wertzberger 
THURSDAY, April 9, Thursday within the Octave of Easter 
   7:15 AM  Repose of the soul of Christopher Blanchard 
 12:00 PM  Repose of the soul of David Ross 
FRIDAY, April 10, Friday within the Octave of Easter 
   7:15 AM   Intentions of the St. Teresa Association 
 12:00 PM   Intentions of Hutch Coffin 
SATURDAY, April 11, Saturday within the Octave of  
Easter; Vigil:  2nd Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday) 
   8:00 AM  Intentions of Mother Marie Bernardina 
   9:00 AM  Intentions of Curt and Maureen Bolton 
   5:00 PM  Intentions of Shannon Kelley 
 

Please note that the 8:00 AM Saturday and Sunday Masses, 
and the 7:15 AM daily Mass are celebrated at Mt. Carmel 
Monastery (MC), and all other Masses are celebrated at Sa-
cred Heart (SH), unless otherwise noted. 

125th Anniversary Keepsake 
Sacred Heart Parish Directory 

 

To help celebrate Sacred Heart’s 125th Anniver-
sary, we’re creating a printed parish directory—the 
traditional kind many of us remember and love!  While 
our online directory will continue, this printed edition 
will be a lasting keepsake honoring our parish com-
munity and history.  Every family or individual who 
completes a photo session will receive a FREE 
8×10 portrait, and a FREE printed parish directory. 
 

Open Photo Dates:  May 21-23, 2026 
 

Online Scheduling option is available Monday-
Friday. Visit www.ucdir.com, click Photography 
Session Sign Up; enter Church Code:  md217; en-
ter Church Password: photos; and, then follow the 
prompts to schedule your appointment.  Families of 6 
or more: need to reserve two consecutive time 
slots.  Appointments fill up quickly, so schedule 
as soon as possible to secure your preferred date 
and time. 
 

For more information, contact Angela Lindsay at 
heartofmaryhandsofmartha@gmail.com. 

—SAVE THE DATE— 
Sacred Heart’s (La Plata) 

125th Anniversary Celebration! 
Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 

June 12, 2026, 6:00 PM 
Mass and Reception to Follow 
Principal Celebrant & Homilist 

Cardinal Wilton Gregory 

125th Anniversary Museum 
In honor of Sacred Heart’s 125th anniversary, your photos 
and artifacts from 1901-2026 are needed!  For information, 
call 301-751-4682 or email jsimpson9719@comcast.net.  
More details to coming soon. 

HAPPY EASTER to all parishioners and visitors who have 
gathered here at Sacred Heart.  Wishing you and your loved 
ones a joyful and blessed Easter!  May the hope and renewal 
of the Resurrection fill your hearts with peace, faith, and love. 
 

We extend our sincere appreciation to all who contributed to 
the Easter flower fund.  Thank you to those who so generously 
shared their time and talent to decorate the church for Easter.   

As a small token of our appreciation and to support your spir-
itual journey, we invite you to pick up a special Easter gift. 
Each family is welcome to receive an inspiring book by Mat-
thew Kelly, a renowned Catholic author and motivational 
speaker. 
 

Please be sure to stop by the narthex after Mass to receive 
your gift.  We hope these books will be a source of inspiration 
and blessing for you and your family. 

The Parish office is closed on Easter Monday, 
April 6, 2025.  A Holy Hour will be held at 11:00 
AM, followed by 12 Noon Mass.  If an emergency 
situation should arise and you need to contact a 
priest, please call the emergency line at 301-648-
8783. 



EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD 

 
Bill Young, Bob Farncomb, Gideon Sazynski, 

Tiffany Bratton, Ann Rees, Heather Muth, Cindy McDonald, 
Tamaran Howell, Matthew Greene, Joyce Evans, Joey Simp-
son, Teresa Shutters, Jessica Williams, Leanne Beutler, Pam 
Chisley, Rosa Baciao, Ella Leighton, Belynda Miles, Lou 
Perry, Cynthia Gray, Brian Wasko, Zoila Montelongo, Sam-
uel Paladino, F. Gary Swann, Sr., M. Samantha Swann, Di-
ane Harmis, Fr. Ron Potts, Laura Farmer, Joyce Lee, Ray-
mond Jones, Charles Scott, William Crouch, Mike Runfola, 
Reed Faasen, Charlotte Hemsley, Bill Deer, Lisa Deer, John 
Gagnon, Monique Lamoureux, Tina Cooksey, Linda Welch, 
Michael Dobry, Marily Edelen, Evelyn Farmer Brown, 
Travis Palmer, Rena Bland, Ellison Vanderyt, Zyyonna War-
ren, Catherine Posey, Brenda Monshower, Rose Radcliff,  
Agnes Theresa Proctor, Dr. John Lucero, Joe Gardiner, 
George Jackson, Mikey Raymond 
 

Names will remain on the above prayer list for 60 days from the 
time they are requested.  At the end of that time, you may renew 
your request. 

Please, Pray for Our Sick! 
**PRIEST’S CORNER** 

 
Dear Parishioners,  
 
Christ is risen, alleluia!  Indeed He is risen, alleluia.  To-
day is the greatest day of the year.  It is the day when the 
Lord Jesus, on the third day after His passion, rose from 
the dead.  He dies now no more, but ascended into heaven 
after forty days and now reigns there in glory forever.  
Through the ages of the Church He gathers the souls of 
His saints there with Him, until the last day when He will 
raise up even their bodies to share in His risen glory. 
 
The glory of the resurrected life of the saints with Christ in 
heaven is the purpose of the work of our salvation: the 
Word became flesh, suffered, died, and rose from the 
dead, to bring human beings to heavenly glory.  It’s also 
the purpose of our whole Christian life.  In fact, it’s 
what the Holy Trinity had in mind when He created us in 
the beginning.  We see here the goodness of God:  He 
Himself is infinite and undiminished goodness; His pur-
pose in His works is to share His goodness with His crea-
tures, especially with human beings and the angels, by 
making them share in His own happiness.  Suffering only 
enters the picture because of sin.  Because of sin, humanity 
received the just punishment of suffering and death, even 
eternal death in hell.  But how excellently God makes even 
the suffering of this life work for greater glory:  the Word 
became man and performed the most heroic act of charity 
in dying for us.  Now we too, who receive His grace, unite 
ourselves with His sacrifice by accepting suffering for love 
of God to satisfy for sins.  By suffering, Christ and His 
saints gain an even more noble glory in heaven, the glory 
of a victory won. 
 
And so we see how things stand:  suffering is only the 
means; the goal is glory.  All through the Easter season we 
raise our minds to our goal.  We think of the risen Christ, 
the glory of His body, the happiness of His entire soul, 
now filled with the joy overflowing from His vision of the 
Divine Essence.  We think of the forty days He spent with 
His disciples, an image of the happy fellowship the saints 
will enjoy with Him in heaven.  We think of His Ascen-
sion, and of the happiness of the Saints who join Him there 
in undiminished, unending happiness.  Finally, we think of 
the final resurrection, when the saints will shine with the 
glory of their own risen bodies.  Thinking of such things is 
so important.  First, it draws us to love God by telling us 
of the undiminished goodness of God who has prepared 
such things for us.  Second, it teaches us to desire what He 
has prepared for us.  We should desire Heaven.  It will 
motivate us for the journey that leads there.  May the Lord 
help us to rejoice today in His resurrected glory and in the 
hope of sharing in it ourselves. 
 
God bless, 
Fr. Andrews 

CEMETERY NEWS 

Happy Easter! 

The Cemetery Committee 

How He Loves US! 
A Presentation on the Shroud of Turin 

 

Sacred Heart, Friendship Room, April 11th 
Following 9 AM Mass, Rosary and 

Fellowship w/Refreshments 
12:00 Noon Talk on the Shroud of Turin by Jim Naulty 

All are welcome!  Bring a friend. 

For Pondering…. 
Divine Mercy Matters! 

 

Mankind will not have peace until it turns to 
the Fount of My Mercy. (Diary 699)  Words 
from Jesus to St. Faustina on His Divine Mercy. 
 

Divine Mercy Sunday is next week!  Gain a ple-
nary (or partial) indulgence by going to confes-
sion, receiving Holy Communion on the Feast of 
Divine Mercy and praying for the intentions of 
our Holy Father!  Learn more about this special 
grace at www.shrineofdivinemercy.org. 

SAVE THE DATE!! 
Sacred Heart Game Night! 

Friendship Room, Adults Only. 
Friday, May 8th, 6:30-9:30 PM 



Christ Our Hope:  In Every Season of Life 
 

 From the time we are knit together in our mother’s 
womb until we take our final breath, each moment of our 
life is a gift from God.  While every season of life brings 
its own challenges and trials, each season also gives us 
new opportunities to grow in our relationship with God. 

 Today the gift is threatened in countless ways.  Those who are 
most vulnerable, rather than receiving the protection they deserve, 
are all too often seen as a burden and as expendable.  As new at-
tacks on human life continue to emerge, we can be tempted to des-
pair, but Christ instead offers us unfailing hope. 
 Hope is not false optimism or empty positivity.  Christian hope is 
something much more profound and goes to the very depths of our 
identity as followers of Christ. 
 Like us, Christ entered the world through the womb of a woman. 
He willingly experienced the fullness of human suffering.  He 
breathed His last on the cross at Calvary in order that He might save 
us.  Therefore, “God is the foundation of hope:  not any god, but a 
God who has a human face and who has loved us to the end” (Spe 
salvi 31). 
 Christians know “they have a future:  it is not that they know the 
details of what awaits them, but they know in general terms that their 
life will not end in emptiness” (SS2).  For this reason, a woman ex-
periencing a difficult pregnancy, can find the strength to welcome her 
precious child into the world.  A man facing a terminal diagnosis can 
see the end of his earthly life is only the beginning of eternal life with 
Christ.  
 The Church teaches us that “the one who has hope lives differ-
ently” (SS2).  Christ’s promise of salvation does not mean that we 
will be spared from suffering.  Rather, the promise of salvation en-
sures that even in the darkest moments of our lives, we will be given 
the strength to persevere.  By virtue of this Christian hope, we can 
face any challenge or trial.  When the seas of life swell and we are 
battered by the waves, hope allows us to remain anchored in the 
heart of God.  May we hold fast to Christ our hope, from the begin-
ning of life to its very end. 
 Let us pray for all who work to build a culture of life:  May the 
hope of the Resurrection renew and sustain them in their mission, let 
us pray to the Lord. Amen. 
 

Hallelujah!  Jesus Christ has risen!! 
Hallelujah!!! 

Aਐ਒ਉ਌ 5, 2026 

ARCHBISHOP NEALE SCHOOL 
SCHOOL NEWS 

 

 Archbishop Neale School is currently accept-
ing applications for Substitute Teachers for the 2026-
2027 school year.  For more information, please contact 
the school office at (301) 934-9595 or of-
fice@archbishopnealeschool.org. 
 
 Archbishop Neale School is currently accept-
ing applications for Aftercare Workers for the 2026-
2027 school year.  For more information please contact 
Mrs. Mandy Wise, call (301) 934-7005 or email anschild-
carecenter@archbishopnealeschool.org.  
 

Check out our Social Media Pages! 
 

https://www.facebook.com/archbishopnealecatholicschool 
https://instagram.com/archbishopneale? 
igshid=NGVhN2U2NjQ0Yg%3D%3D&utm_source=qr 

The Knights of Columbus 
Answer the call to lead with faith! 

 

Happy Resurrection Sunday!! 
 

The Knights of Columbus Archbishop Neale Council #2279 is 
looking for Catholic gentlemen to join our council.  If you 
become a member of our council, you will find that KofC 
membership brings Catholic men together in a powerful way.  
KofC offers growth in faith, service to one’s church and oth-
ers in need, access to top-rated life insurance, and vetted mor-
al investment products.  Join us today, and help us to “make a 
difference in someone’s life!” 
 Contact Michael Mickey, Grand Knight, at (240) 210-
9009 or email at michaelkmickey@gmail.com.  Register 
online for free at:  www.kofc.org/joinus using Local Coun-
cil #2279 and Referral Code #4913849. 

SACRED HEART 
MEN’S GROUP (SHMG) 

 

Happy Easter! 

**SPRING BIBLE STUDY** 
 
The parish is pleased to offer a spring Bible study 
titled Prayer:  Finding Intimacy with God by Tim 
Gray, part of the Augustine Institute Lectio series.  
The study will be offered at the following times: 
 

Mondays, Women Only 
April 13-May 18 from 7:00-8:30 PM 

Tuesdays, Men and Women 
April 14-May 19 from 10:00 AM-11:30 AM 

 

Note:  Register on the parish website.  The cost 
will be $10 and participants are responsible for 
purchasing their own workbooks which are availa-
ble through Amazon for $24.95. 

Divine Mercy Sunday–April 12th 
 

Join us for Divine Mercy Sunday on April 12th.  The 
regular Mass schedule is observed.  Adoration and 
Confessions will be available following the Noon 
Mass from 1:00-3:00 PM.  The Divine Mercy Chap-
let will be prayed at 3:00 PM.  Special indulgences are 
granted to those who participate in confession and re-
ceive Holy Communion.  Take time to reflect on God’s 
compassion, and as a reminder, extend mercy to others 
in your daily life. 



Raymond 
Funeral Service, P.A.

301-934-2920

Traditional Funeral Cremation

and Monuments

5635 Washington Ave., La Plata

Michael Raymond, 
Bart Yates, & Diana Wilkerson

R
Edward L. Sanders

Insurance Agency, Inc.
Auto • Home • Business • Contractors

Workers Comp
10 Washington Ave.

La Plata, MD
(301) 934-9521 • (301) 870-3233

(301) 884-4342

205 West Dares Beach Rd.
Prince Frederick, MD

(410) 535-2512 • (301) 855-9073
www.elsanders.com

Your Best Insurance Is A Good Agent.

Your Trusted Heating 

& AC Company

Residential & 

Commercial

Celebrating Our 30th 

Year in Business

Serving the Community

CALL 301-246-3592 • www.southernprideservice.com

Go Green Thrift Store
TIENDA DE SEGUNDA

Envio de Dinero Mundial
Notary Public

Clothes, Shoes & Furniture
Abierto Todos Los Dias

301-375-6213
Call for pick up information

3075 Marshall Hall Rd, Bryans Rd, MD 20616

ParishesOnline.com
Locate a Parish,
Find a Mass,
Read the Bulletin.

Masstimes.org provides
the most accurate liturgy
data in the U.S., and we are
grateful for their partnership. 

Powered by Masstimes.org

IF YOU LIVE ALONE You Need

4 Ambulance 4 Police 4 Family  

		       4 GPS & Fall Alert

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

MDMedAlert!™
At HOME and AWAY!

800.808.9294

CALL NOW!
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Contact Renee Dubiel

rdubiel@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x3600

Simplicity - Elegance - Character

Zach Johanni (Parishioner)

Engagements, Weddings, Portraits, Events, & Brand Photography

caltaphotography@gmail.com 

www.caltaphotography.com

216-507-4545



 
If you are looking for a low price, START here.

If you are looking for full service, STOP here.

Insurance &
Financial Services

Preferred-risk and “less-perfect” drivers 
Convenient pay plans • Competitive rates 
Auto • Home • Life • Business

Financial Products
John L. Sprague
6529 Crain Hwy. 
LaPlata, MD 20646

301-934-6010
Spraguej1@Nationwide.com

GRAGAN & SONS 
GLASS CO., INC.

Commercial • Residential • Tempered

Table Tops • Screens • Replacement Windows

Storm Windows • Mirrors • Regulators

Safety Glass • Electronic Motors • Plastic

6005 Crain Hwy., La Plata, MD

AUTO GLASS SPECIALIST

ALL LINES OF GLASS

301-934-8758 • 301-932-3887
www.graganglass.com

Emergencies only
(301) 752-6875 or (301) 934-3008Order Online: www.pizzahotlineonline.com

La Plata

301-934-4670

203 E. Charles St.

Charlotte Hall

301-884-2117

29948 Three Notch Rd.

	(301) 934-1000
	 5875 Crain Hwy
	 La Plata, MD 

	 potomacÁoraldesign.com

Your Loved Ones Deserve the  

Best in Senior Care 

202-375-1278

WWW.ASCENSIONALF.COM

ASCENSION ASSISTED  

LIVING FACILITY

GET A FREE QUOTE

0% FOR 12 MONTHS!

SOUTHERNWOODLLC.COM

301-934-0043

	 ROOFING

	 DONE RIGHT

	 PROFESSIONAL
	 ROOFING, SIDING,
	 WINDOWS, DOORS,
	 AND GUTTERS

Please mention this ad and 5% of the sale

will be donated to Sacred Heart Church
*Restrictions Apply

Patrick Hughes
o�ice: (410) 761-8873

direct: (410) 689-0558

cell: (240) 776-2098
phughes5@allstate.com

Parishioner

Allstate Exclusive Agent

Coverage area: Maryland, Delaware, & Virginia
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