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www.facebook.com/SacredHeartLaPlata�

Twitter: @SacHeartLaPlata�

�

�

�

�

PASTORAL STAFF & OFFICES�

�

�

REV. SCOTT WOODS,  Pastor�

REV.  JACK A. BERARD, Parochial Vicar�

REV. MR.  WILLIAM CARTER, Permanent Deacon�

REV. MR.  MATTHEW  C. LAIDLEY, Permanent Deacon �

REV. MR. ALBERT E. GRAHAM, JR., Permanent Deacon, Retired�

�

�

PARISH OFFICE:�

�

205 St. Mary’s Avenue � (301) 934�2261   �

Office Hours:  Mon�Fri �9:00�3:00PM�

�

Mrs. Concetta Schmitz, Office Manager�

Mrs. Christine Knecht, Finance & Human Resources�

Mrs. Caitlin Milby, Secretary�

�

ARCHBISHOP NEALE SCHOOL:�

104 Port Tobacco Road � (301) 934�9595 or (301) 870�3679�

Grades Pre�K thru 8. After school day care.�

 Mrs. Teresa Skinner, Principal�

�

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND ADULT FAITH FORMATION:�

Mr. William Wannall, Pastoral Associate�

(301) 934�2261, Ext. 107�

�

MINISTRY TO HOMEBOUND, HOSPITAL & NURSING HOMES:�

Mrs. Julie Ferrero, Coordinator �

(301) 752�2377�

�

YOUTH MINISTRY:�

Ms. Anna Albrittain, Director�

(301) 934�2261, Ext. 105�

�

MUSIC MINISTRY:�

Mrs. Crista Fawls, Director �

(301) 934�2261�

�

FACILITIES AND MAINTENANCE:�

Mr. Michael Knecht�

(301) 934�2261  �

�

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING:�

Mrs. Ellen Blumhardt�

(301) 641�1377 �

�

MENTAL HEALTH THERAPY:�

Ms. Caitlin Langreich, M.A., LGPC, CCTP�

(301) 541�3740 �

ITEMS FOR UPCOMING BULLETIN DUE TO PARISH OFFICE BY 12 NOON MONDAY�

WEEKEND MASSES: �

Saturdays: Vigil Mass at 5:00 PM (Rosary at 4:20PM)�

Sundays: 7:00 AM, 9:00 AM & 12:00 PM�

8:00 AM at St. Joseph’s Monastery (Carmel)�

�

DAILY MASSES: �

Monday thru Friday � 12:00 Noon�

7:15 AM at St. Joseph’s Monastery (Carmel)�

Wednesday �  7:00 PM�

Saturday � 8:00 AM (Carmel), 9:00 AM (Sacred Heart)�

�

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION)�

� First Fridays: 6:00 �  7:00 PM�

� Wednesdays:  7:30 � 8:30PM�

� Saturdays: 4:00 � 4:45 PM�

� By appointment�

�

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT:�

7:30�8:30 PM each Wednesday in the Main Church�

�

FIRST FRIDAY:   Confessions 6:00 � 7:00 PM�

Mass & Devotions to the Sacred Heart at 7:00 PM�

�

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: For children (children younger 

than 7), parents should fill out the online Request for Baptism 

form�and then contact Caitlin Milby at 301.934.2261 at least 

one month in advance to schedule a date and attend a prepara-

tion class.�

�

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:  �

Couples must contact a priest or deacon at least 6 months before 

the anticipated date.  The bride or groom must be a parishioner 

of Sacred Heart.  Marriage preparation program is required.�

�

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA) �

Please call Mr. William Wannall in the parish office to arrange for 

the instructions about our faith.  Classes are held on Tuesdays 

(September thru May) from 7:00�8:30 PM�

�

�

�

�

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA) �

Please call Mr. William Wannall in the parish office to arrange for 

the instructions about our faith.  Classes are held on Tuesdays 

(September thru May) from 7:00�8:30 PM�

�

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM:  We are an affiliate par-

ish of the St. John Paul II Regional Faith Formation Program.  K  

thru  Grade  8,  meets  Sundays,  10:20  �  11:30 AM  at  ANS, 

September thru May.  �

�

HOLY COMMUNION FOR THE SICK:  To arrange for a home 

“Communion” call please contact Julie Ferrero at 301�752�2377 

or call the parish office.  �

�

SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  To arrange 

for the Sacrament, please contact the parish office.�

�

MARIAN DEVOTIONS:  Weekly during May & October.�

Miraculous Medal Novena/Rosary after 9 AM Sat. Mass.  Rosary 

on Saturday at 4:30 PM before 5:00 PM Vigil Mass.�

�

PARISH COUNCIL:  Meets September through May.�

�

YOUTH GROUP:   For students in grades 6�12, see website for 

calendar events.  �

�

�

PARISH MEMBERSHIP: Welcome new members to our parish 

family.  Please register as  soon  as  possible.    The registration 

form can be found on our website.  To  be  eligible  for  admission  

to  our  Religious Education program,  reception  of  the  

Sacraments  or  to  receive  testimonial letters  for sponsorship 

outside  the Parish, an individual must be a registered 

participating member of the parish, known to the pastor, attend 

the sacraments and  supporting  the  ministries  of  the church.  �

SACRED HEART 

ROMAN 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

 DECEMBER 26, 2021�

THE MOST HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, 

MARY AND JOSEPH�
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26, � THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, 

MARY AND JOSEPH�

         7:00AM� � Sacred Heart Parishioners�

         8:00AM� � Vocations to the Carmel of Port Tobacco�

         9:00AM� � Repose of the soul of Evelyn Lateulere�

        12:00PM� � Repose of the soul of Rick Moran�

MONDAY, DECEMBER 27, SAINT JOHN APOSTLE AND 

EVANGELIST�

         7:15AM� � Repose of the soul of Monsignor Brady�

�  12:00PM� � Repose of the soul of Mary Carol Fisher�

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 28, THE HOLY INNOCENTS, MAR-

TYRS�

�   7:15AM� � Repose of the soul of Monsignor Brady�

� 12:00PM�       Repose of the soul of Tom Smith�

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 29, FIFTH DAY WITHIN THE 

OCTAVE OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD�

�   7:15AM� � Repose of the soul of Monsignor Brady�

       12:00PM� � Repose of the soul of Rev. Herbert�

         7:00PM� � Repose of the soul of Erin Bean�

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 30, SIXTH DAY WITHIN THE OC-

TAVE OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD�

�  7:15AM� � Repose of the soul of Henry Albrittain, Jr.�

      12:00PM�     � Intentions of Nicolas Caroleo�

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31�

        7:15AM� � Intentions of Ruth Runyan� �

� 12:00PM� � Intentions of the Sacred Heart Parish Staff�

        5:00PM� � Deceased of Charles County�

        �   �

SATURDAY, JANUARY 1, �

       10:00AM� � Vocations to Carmel of Port Tobacco�

�  11:00AM� � Repose of the soul of Gertrude A. Smallwood�

      �   5:00PM� � Sacred Heart Parishioners�

�

Please note that the 8AM Saturday and Sunday Masses, and the 7:15AM 

daily Mass take place at Mt. Carmel Monastery.  All other Masses are cele-

brated at Sacred Heart.  �

 

 

 

Solemnity of Mary Mother of God 

Friday, December 31 

12:00PM 

5:00 PM  

11:30 PM (Carmel) 

  

Saturday, January 1 

10:00 AM (Carmel) 

11:00 AM 

5:00PM 

���������		

���
��

				����												

THE PARISH OFFICE WILL 

BE CLOSED BEGINNING 

Monday, December 27 through 

Friday, December 31st in ob-

servance of the CHRISTMAS 

and NEW YEAR holidays.   As 

always if an emergency situation 

should arise and you need to 

contact a priest immediately, 

please call 301�648�8783 to be 

connected with the priest on 

duty.  If you need to reach 

someone in the parish office, 

and it is not an emergency, you may leave a message.  The 

parish secretary will check voice mail messages during that 

week.  Regular office hours of 9:00AM�3:00PM will resume on 

Monday,  January 3, 2021.  �

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God  

January 1, 2022�

�

The upcoming celebration of the Solemnity of Mary, the Holy 

Mother of God, on 1 January 2022, is�NOT �a holy day of obli-

gation because it falls on a Saturday. Since it is not a day of 

obligation, any anticipated Mass celebrated on that Saturday 

evening will be for the Solemnity of the Epiphany. The Epiph-

any, though a holy day of obligation in its own right elsewhere, 

is always celebrated on a Sunday in the United States, and 

Sundays are, of course, always holy days of obligation. There-

fore, the Solemnity of the Epiphany would take precedence in 

an anticipated Mass for Sunday.�

BLESSING OF WATER ON EPIPHANY�

�

Join us Saturday, January 1st at the 5PM Vigil Mass, Fr. 

Scott and Fr. Jack, assisted by some local clergy, blesses the 

Epiphany Water.  Blessing lasts around 30 minutes.  Bring 

your own (suitable) containers or we will have some small 

ones for you to use.  While the feast of Epiphany in the Roman 

Rite is primarily focused on the visit of the Magi, historically it 

was more focused on the baptism of Jesus Christ in the Jordan 

River.  For this reason, there developed a special blessing of 

Epiphany water in memory of Jesus sanctifying the waters of 

Baptism.  �

�

It is a powerful blessing, one that uses strong language to in-

voke the power of God over evil.  It reminds us of the spiritual 

power of holy water and encourages us to use it in faith, trust-

ing in the protecting help of God over our spiritual enemies.  �

Sacred Heart is in search of a pianist/

or organist to help out at the weekend 

Masses.  If you are interested and 

would like to know more information, 

please contact Crista Fawls at 301�885

�9652 or email her at cfawls@sacredheartlaplata.org.  �



THE MOST HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH�

�

            CEMETERY NEWS 

• If you can spare 1 hour periodically to      

rake the cemetery grounds it would be appre-

ciated. Contact Gene Ambrogio 301-934-1607 

or genecyte@yahoo.com for more information. 

 

• Reminder that decorations for the Christmas season 

should be removed in a timely manner.  

 

• Please adhere to the guidelines for appropriate orna-

mentation listed on the sign posted in the cemetery. 

 

�

Priest's Corner 

In my very first parish as a priest there was a family from 

the country of Sri Lanka. They were one of those families 

that welcomed everyone into their home and into their fami-

lies. I was blessed to be one of their adoptees. My first year 

in the parish and for many years after that, they would ask 

me a month before New Year’s Day if I could visit their 

home for lunch after the Mary Mother of God Masses were 

finished at the parish. Why? Because they followed a cul-

tural tradition that the person who comes into your home 

first on New Year’s Day would bless your family for the 

year with that which they were blessed to have. They told 

me that most families in their culture would try to get the 

wealthiest or most successful person they knew to come 

and visit the home. But since they were Catholic, they 

wanted to have a priest come and bring the blessings of 

God, which they knew were much more valuable than 

earthly wealth and success. As we draw near to the new 

year I often think back on this family and the beautiful way 

in which they sought to baptize an ancient tradition for pre-

paring for the new year. It’s a reminder to me of how we 

are all called to prepare for the many blessings God de-

sires to give us each year. He has much He wants to bless 

us with, even in this time of Omicron (which sounds like 

something from sci fi movie). But first we must clear out 

those things we know don’t belong, that too often take time 

away from prayer, away from deeper friendship with God 

and others, to reduce the lesser goods for the Higher 

goods that will shape and form us into better Christians, 

better spouses, better parents, better siblings, better 

friends, better co�workers. Now is a good time to look who 

we are called to be through the grace of the Lord and pre-

pare now to cooperate even better in the coming year with 

His grace. That we might grow larger in virtues and not in 

size, more giving in blessings and not in insults, more gen-

erous in giving and not in taking. This will not happen with-

out a good Plan of Life that is realistic and achievable with 

His grace and our persistence even in the face of failures. 

Some say looking at all the negative things happening in 

our world today, we are living in extraordinary times. Yet 

we know that the Lord is therefore going to provide for us 

Extraordinary Grace, Extraordinary Opportunities for spir-

itual growth, Extraordinary Wisdom and understanding to 

lead us through. Let us ask for this and plan for this. The 

year 2021 is almost gone and the year 2022 is drawing 

close. Let us learn from the past and prepare for the future. 

God has many blessings prepared for us, let us look for 

them and prepare to let go of all that would hinder us from 

receiving them. And let us sing that old childhood song we 

learned long ago “He’s Got the whole World in His hands, 

He’s got the world in Hands, He’s got the whole world in 

His hands, He’s got the whole world in His hands”! �

Your Brother and Father in Christ Jesus, Fr Scott�

�

�

Eleanor Hamilton, Brandi Cain, Rev. Eamon Dignan, Rebecca Mor-

ris, Mary Barrasso, Janice Valdisera, Joan Johnson, Frances Franch, 

Brian Stack, Noel Edelen, Carol Humphrey, Mary Hammond, David 

Jones, Paula Miles, Monique Lamoureux, Floyd Whalen, Pat Howell, 

Jeni Carrier, Jan Bond, Wayne Neumann, Barbara Bowie, Barbara 

Weaver, Andy and Millie Havrilla, Margie Simpson, William Jung, 

Brenda Carignan, Kass Harker, Toni Gallagher, John Bawner, Dave 

Forbes, Elroy Hemsley, Elva Yates, Julia White, Rose Radcliff, Fritz 

& Jane Hoffmann, Joe Gardiner, Cindy Brigman, Maggie Wyman, 

George Jackson, Gianna Grace, Jamie Seith, Randy Martin, David & 

Kathryn Newman, Mary Krug, Marilyn Hoffmann, Carolyn Posey, 

and Mikey Raymond.�

�

Names will remain on the above prayer list for 60 days from 

the time they are requested. At the end of that time, you may 

renew your request.�

 Please pray for our sick 

What’s the best thing you can give God first 

thing in your day? A Morning offering! �

�

O my Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, I 

offer you my prayers, works, joys and sufferings of this 

day .  For all the intentions of your Sacred Heart, in un-

ion with the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass throughout the 

world, in reparation for my sins, for the intentions of all 

my family, friends and relatives, and in particular for the 

intentions of the Holy Father.  Amen�

SAVE THE DATES:�

�

Charles County Men Retreat           January 21�23, 2022�

Charles County Women Retreat      April 1�3, 2022�

Spanish Coed Retreat                        April 29�May 1, 2022�

�

The cost is $245.00 The deposit fee ($125) is due with your 

registration  ( deposits are non�refundable but are transfera-

ble.) Please make checks payable to “Loyola Retreat House” 

PO BOX 9, Faulkner, MD 20632�0009.  For more infor-

mation, call (301)�392�0800 and/or check the website 

( www.loyolaonthepotomac.com)�



DECEMBER 26, 2021�

100 years of service to our Parish!�

�

We are asking ”Servant Leaders” to join     

us to Support, Help and Serve our Priests 

and community in any needs or services.   

Please contact Steve Urso at SJUFIU@MSN.com � or 

call 410�320�7078�

�

The Knights of Columbus are selling their annual state 

raffle tickets starting this weekend after all Masses. We 

will be outside the parish for next few weekends. 

Grand Prize is $20,000 each ticket cost $1.00  All pro-

ceeds go to charitable efforts. Please consider gener-

ously buying some raffle tickets. �

ARCHBISHOP NEALE SCHOOL�

�

�

Get those Gift Cards from Archbishop Neale School  Get 

your gift cards early! We stock Weis Markets, Safeway, Giant, 

Food Lion, Hunan Star, BJs Club, Ledo’s,  Panera Bread and 

Starbucks ready for walk�in sales every Friday, from 8:00 A.M. 

to 3:00 P. M.  on�line are Kohl’s, Wal�Mart,  Best Buy, Target, 

Shell and all your favorites � just tell us what cards you want and 

we place order for you!  Call the Certificate Office at 

301.934.9595 any Friday and we will help you get started to 

order on�line at www.shopwithscrip.com  (our Non�profit En-

rollment Code is LB28LFAD816).  Card orders placed by 

Monday will be sent to the school and ready for pick�up on Fri-

day.  Bring your check or cash when you pick up your cards.�

Substitutes Needed 

�

Archbishop Neale School is in need of substitute teachers.  If 

you are interested, please contact the school office at 301-

934-9595 for more information.  Any applicant must be in full 

compliance with the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Wash-

ington’s Child.

Feast of the Holy Innocents �

�

� The Feast of the Holy Innocents is celebrated 

this week on December 28th. Out of envy and 

hatred, Herod had innocent children killed in an 

attempt to eliminate Jesus, the newborn King. 

We can only imagine the grief that would have 

filled the town of Bethlehem and its vicinity as 

soldiers went through killing those innocent 

children as their parents watched helplessly. We must strive to 

understand the witness that these innocent children gave.�

�  Though this was an unspeakable crime and evil, from the 

perspective of eternity, it will be sorted out by God. �Though 

this may not have eased the pain at the time, it will certainly 

transform the pain those families felt as they enter into the 

justice of Heaven. �

� Their witness reveals to us much about our own lives. It re-

veals that there are many times in life when things are simply 

not fair and not just. The massacre of innocent children is a 

powerful reminder of this fact but one thing we must hold on 

to is that God will right every wrong in the end. Today, we 

celebrate a solemn feast in honor of these children as a way of 

saying that God has transformed this tragedy into something 

glorious.�

�  The same is true with each one of us. Whatever your 

“tragedy” may be, know that the Son of God entered our 

world, taking on our fallen human nature, so that He could 

make all things right.�

� Reflect, today, upon that “tragedy” which is most painful for 

you this Christmas season. Whatever it may be, you are invit-

ed to unite your hurt and pain with the sorrow of the families 

who lost these little ones. �Let God do for you what He ulti-

mately did for all of them. �Let His Incarnation, death and 

Resurrection transform your hurt into a crown of martyr-

dom. �In the end, the Lord will be victorious in your life if you 

let Him. Jesus, I trust in You.�

�

Taken from Catholic Daily Reflections�

�

"Sacred Heart is hosting SafeNights from January 

2nd through 16th.  This is the program in partner-

ship with the LifeStyles organization to help house 

and feed homeless residents of Charles County dur-

ing the winter months.  

 

More information about opportunities to donate to 

this ministry will be provided in the near future. 

Please contact Hugh Gardiner if you are able to 

help or have questions about Safe Nights - 301-399-

2354 or hugh4work@aol.com. Please continue to 

pray for those less fortunate in our community!" 

ADVENT GIVING TREE—AUDIO VISUAL UPGRADE! 

It’s not too late!!  Support an audio visual upgrade to better 

serve all of our apostolates, youth ministry, RCIA, Women’s 

Bible Study, Sodality.   In lieu of black socks, sweaters, our 

clergy asks that you consider a donation to this project this 

Christmas.  �

1)�offer prayers for them, and/or�

2)�choose an ornament from the tree and donate in their �

honor to the fundraising effort.�

Take an ornament from the tree, a card from the basket, fill it 

out and you can return it to the basket marked�

“ADVENT/CHRISTMAS” 

Or drop in offertory or return to parish office�

by JANUARY 3, 2022�

The cards will be given to Fr. Scott and Fr. Jack after �

the Christmas Season.�

�

 Thank You! 
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Raymond 
Funeral Service, P.A.

301-934-2920
Traditional Funeral Cremation

and Monuments

5635 Washington Ave., La Plata

Michael Raymond, 
Bart Yates, & Diana Wilkerson

R

Locations in Charles and St. Mary’s County

www.hughcgardinerinc.com

Edward L. Sanders
Insurance Agency, Inc.
Auto • Home • Business • Contractors

Workers Comp
10 Washington Ave.

La Plata, MD
(301) 934-9521 • (301) 870-3233

(301) 884-4342
205 West Dares Beach Rd.

Prince Frederick, MD
(410) 535-2512 • (301) 855-9073

www.elsanders.com
Your Best Insurance Is A Good Agent.

Contact Douglas Shaller to place an ad today! 
dshaller@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6458

CHARLES COUNTY DERMATOLOGY
ROBERT S. BERGER, M.D.

Assistant Professor Johns Hopkins University
MARY F. FARLEY, MD • JONATHAN SMITH, MD

MELISSA SCORZA, MD • MATTHEW MORRISSEY, MD
MEGHAN BERGER POCIUS, PA-C • MARIA READY, PA-C 

MEAGAN SIMPSON, MD • JACOB AJA, PA-C
Diplomates of the American Board of Dermatology

Fellows of the American Society for Dermatologic Surgery
Skin Cancer • MOHS Surgery

Acne •  Warts • SculpSure  • TempSure • Botox
Office Hours By Appointment Monday thru Friday
4225 Altamont Place, Unit 3, White Plains, MD 20695
Tel: 301-843-1600 • 301-374-9511
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 If you are looking for a low price, START here.
If you are looking for full service, STOP here.

Insurance &
Financial Services

Preferred-risk and “less-perfect” drivers 
Convenient pay plans • Competitive rates 
Auto • Home • Life • Business
Financial Products
John L. Sprague
6529 Crain Hwy. 
LaPlata, MD 20646

301-934-6010
Spraguej1@Nationwide.com

Hunan star 
Chinese & Sushi Bar

6277 Crain Highway La Plata, MD 
Hawthorne Center Next to Crain Hwy

Tel: 301-932-2622
	 $7.95 
	 Sunday Buffet 
	 11:30-4:00

GRAGAN & SONS 
GLASS CO., INC.

Commercial • Residential • Tempered
Table Tops • Screens • Replacement Windows

Storm Windows • Mirrors • Regulators
Safety Glass • Electronic Motors • Plastic
6005 Crain Hwy., La Plata, MD

AUTO GLASS SPECIALIST
ALL LINES OF GLASS

301-934-8758 • 301-932-3887
www.graganglass.com

Emergencies only
(301) 752-6875 or (301) 934-3008

Order Online: www.pizzahotlineonline.com

La Plata
301-934-4670

203 E. Charles St.

Charlotte Hall
301-884-2117

29948 Three Notch Rd.

HEATING & ELECTRIC INC.
Heating • A.C • Heat Pumps

Geothermal & Ductless
Electrical Sevices

Residential & Commercial

301-645-7071 • 301-843-0300
Waldorf, Maryland

Since
1956


