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SUNDAY REFLECTION
FAMILY FAITH FORMATION!

GRIEVING WITH GREAT HOPE

CULTURAL CORNER
HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH

Hispanic Heritage Month is celebrated annually from September 15
to October 15, coinciding with Latin American independence days.
Spanish-speaking Catholics, including Pedro Menéndez de Avilés,
established the first permanent European settlement in present day

continental United States in St. Augustine, Florida, in 1565.  

Attention Veterans of Sacred Heart Parish
Sacred Heart veterans will again march in the Town of La Plata

Veterans Day Parade to be held on 8 November at 1300. Please
RSVP with Deacon Matt Laidley if  you plan to participate 

by 30 October via e-mail at 
mlaidley@sacredheartlaplata.org

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

mailto:mlaidley@sacredheartlaplata.org
https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJxszDtuxCAQANDTQGnBDDBQUKTxPcZ8YhRsViyKrx-l3wu8HEkjkJElavIeiNCQPKN1thpjgsZQfLbVZkdEOtiChQOSbBEUOBWU1tYA0Ja9S95wdUdCh8chjKp9pJ97rLKlcckez7Veb4FfAnYB-_M825vTLPksPFfnV-fF25jfAvY07trmxauNezvX1eW_03JED86iRjkjcz9mW4vbLYz6TMnfCH8BAAD___dWRww
mailto:aalbrittain@sacredheartlaplata.org


        

     

     Each October the Catholic Church in the United States
celebrates Respect Life month, and the first Sunday of October
is observed as Respect Life Sunday. As Catholics, we are called
to cherish, defend, and protect those who are most vulnerable,
from the beginning of life to the end, and at every point in
between. During the month of October, the Church asks us to
reflect more deeply on the dignity of every human life.

     This year’s theme is: “Mary, Mother of Life”. When the angel
Gabriel appeared to Mary to tell her that she would conceive
and bear a son, Mary responded with her fiat, “May it be done
according to your Word”. Mary conceives Christ in her womb,
becoming the mother of God, the mother of Jesus. Jesus
Himself  tells us that He is “the Way and the Truth and the Life”.
In becoming the mother of Jesus, Mary becomes the “Mother of
Life”. Mary’s acceptance in this unforeseen moment
demonstrates how each of us must welcome the gift of new
human life, even when that gift is unexpected or calls us to make
sacrifices.

     Mary’s role as Mother of Life extends from the Annunciation
all the way to the Crucifixion. On Calvary, Mary stands at the
foot of the cross with St. John. The Gospel tells us: “When Jesus
saw His mother and the disciple there whom He loved, He said
to His mother, ‘Woman, behold, your son’. Then He said to the
disciple, ‘Behold, your mother’. And from that hour the disciple
took her into his home.” ( John 19:26-27)

     Jesus’ words are addressed not only to St. John, but to each
one of us. In this moment, the physical mother of Jesus becomes
the spiritual mother of the Church and all the faithful. St. John
goes on to take Mary into his home and cares for her as she
advances in age, demonstrating our responsibility to continue
our care for human life. Mary, who taught us how to nurture
human life, becomes the recipient of that same honor and care.
 

     The life of the Blessed Mother teaches us to respect each
human life in every stage and circumstance. Mary is our model
for upholding the sanctity of all human life. O, Mary, “Mother
of the living, to you do we entrust the cause of life.”

We pray for all Catholics, that on this Respect Life Sunday, the
Lord will strengthen our resolve to protect the gift of 

every human life, we pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.
Amen.

News From Local Partners in Faith 

Mowing season for our cemetery ends October 31. In order
to maintain the appearance of the cemetery and to provide

easy access for the lawn mowing crew, volunteers will
periodically remove decorations from the gravesite grounds.

CEMETERY NEWS

Thank you for your cooperation.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Boxes of Joy

The Knights of Columbus have once again agreed to partner
with Cross Catholic Outreach to fill Boxes of Joy for children in

need this Christmas. Our goal is to fill 150 Boxes this year.
EMPTY BOXES can be found in the vestibule. Please take one

home. Gift suggestions are contained inside the box. Please
check the age of the child for which the gift will match on the

outside of the box. Return the FILLED BOX to the vestibule no
later than October 25th. Help give a needy child a gift to open on

Christmas Day. 
Contact Grand Knight John Lee @ 703.915.6994 or

jlee1257@gmail.com, if  you have any questions.

SAVE THE DATE! DAY OF RECOLLECTION AT
MT. CARMEL MONASTERY

Saturday, November 7th
The restorers of Mt. Carmel in Maryland will hold this day of

recollection from 10 am to 2 pm. The theme for the day is Fulfilling
Our Mission. Sessions include meditation in the Chapel, scripture

study and discussion, confessions, and concluding rosary. Attendees
will bring their own brown bag lunch and drink. 

Space is limited at the Monastery so please register at
restorersmtcarmelmd.org

A donation of $20 is requested and can be paid thru the website or
sent to: Restorers of Mt. Carmel

PO Box 1795, La Plata, MD 20646.

OCTOBER 4, 2026

RESPECT LIFE 
SUNDAY

14th Annual Camp Maria Oyster Scald

Bring yourself, friends, and family for a fun afternoon at beautiful
Camp Maria featuring live music, raffles, delicious food and drink

for purchase, and plenty of activities for kids.

October 11, 2026, 12-3:30 pm
Camp Maria Retreat Center, Leonardtown, MD

PARISH FAMILY PICNIC - SIGN UP TODAY!
Sunday, October 25, 1:30 - 5:00 PM

Gilbert Run Park
    Free Admission and Parking, Rain or Shine

Food, Fun, Fellowship, Many Activities! 

MENTAL HEALTH MINISTRIES ST. ALOYSIUS
International Speaker & Author Deacon Ed Shoener's talk; 

Suicide: The Need for the Healing Presence of Christ & His Church,
October 17th from 12-2pm 
St. Aloysius Church Hall, 

22800 Washington St., Leonardtown, MD 20650. 
The event is FREE, but please RSVP by calling Jessica at 

St Francis Xavier Church on 301-475-9885 or visiting
https://staloysius20650.flocknote.com/signup/270455

mailto:jlee1257@gmail.com
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